
Feeling Golden Apple’s glow
Sales of upscale homes in Westchester buoyed by demand for Bedford
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HIGH-END MARKET IN SUBURBIA

westchester

BY MARC FERRIS

Westchester County is nicknamed the Golden 
Apple for its prosperity, and the luxury real 

estate market is certainly feeling the halo effect from 
all that good fortune. 
 Lately, overall prices have come down around 10 per-
cent, said experts in the county’s housing market, but sales 
are brisk in the market’s high-end, which benefi ts from 
proximity to the waterfront and Manhattan in the lower 
Westchester region, and from sprawling country estate-
like settings in the north.

The Cross-Westchester Expressway, I-287, which 
stretches from the Tappan Zee Bridge in Tarrytown 
through the Connecticut border, slices through the coun-
ty to create a rough north-south border. 

Northern Westchester is home to several proper-

ties fi t for European royalty (with names 
to match) though the sprawling hunting 
grounds of Bedford and its environs have 
been chopped into ever-smaller parcels as 
land has passed down through families and 
secondary buyers. 

Locales closer to the Bronx border, nota-
bly Scarsdale and three nearby communities 
that line Long Island Sound (Larchmont, 
Mamaroneck and Rye) also command top 
dollar.

The county’s top 10 priciest properties 
that closed in 2007 ranged from $6.7 mil-
lion for 40 Old Corner Road in Bedford to 
$17.05 million (cash) for 144 Sarles Street in 
Bedford Corners. 

Four homes cracked eight digits — $11 million and 
higher.

Northern peaks
The Town of Bedford, home of moguls like Martha Stewart 
and other A-listers in business and entertainment, tops all 
county locales with fi ve homes in the top 10 sales. Divided 
into three hamlets, the community is about an hour from 
Manhattan.

Bedford and adjoining Greenwich, Conn. are akin to Park 
and Fifth avenues, said Craig Siano at Sally Siano and Associ-
ates in Bedford Hills.

Several sprawling Bedford properties are currently on the 
market for substantial eight-fi gure sums, including Devon-

shire, which lists for $43 million. Spread across 103 acres, 
the grounds are a haven for equestrians, who enjoy access 
to miles of horse trails that lace the surrounding woods, 
a holdover from fox hunting days. Modern amenities in-
clude a 10-bay climate-controlled car collector’s garage 
with a washing station and a hydraulic lift. In addition, the 
21,000-square-foot main house features a Tiffany dome 
in the master bedroom.

Meadowbrook, another country estate on the block, 
features a 20,000-square-foot main house with 1920s 
guest houses in the heart of Bedford. It’s been on the mar-
ket for six months, and the asking price of $42 million is 
negotiable, said Siano, since the owner passed away and 
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tirely in the eight-digit range, as did three homes in Nassau and 
four in Westchester.

While Long Island’s Nassau and Suffolk counties both posted 
declines in overall median price in 2007, they excelled in the 
luxury market. In addition to a record-setting $103 million 
sale in Suffolk, there were other milestones  in the Hamptons 
in 2007, including a Bridgehampton home that fetched $37.5 
million, a Montauk home that yielded $35 million, and two 
Southampton homes that went for over $32 million.

The Gold Coast (what brokers call Nassau County’s tony 
North Shore), accounted for six of its top 10 sales, with homes 
in Kings Point and Sands Point ranging from $5.8 million to 
$12.5 million. 

In Westchester County, half of the top 10 priciest homes were 
in the northern town of Bedford, known for its vast estates that 
often draw Manhattanites with the one thing the city can’t pro-
vide — space. Bedford’s most expensive home, which went for 

$17 million, sits on 34 acres; several Bedford estates that remain 
on the market come with in excess of 100 acres.  

Closer to Gotham, the more suburban Westchester towns of 
Scarsdale, Purchase, Mamaroneck and Rye also made the top 
10, with prices from $5.5 million to $12 million. 

Connecticut’s Fairfi eld County housing market was also slug-
gish in 2007, although the historically uber-wealthy town of 
Greenwich, home to many fi nance execs, broke the mold and 
fi lled the county’s entire top 10 list, with home sales from $12 
million to $30 million. The troubles that plagued Wall Street 
since this summer didn’t seem to hurt the highest echelon of 
the town’s residential market; brokers seem hopeful that they 
won’t in 2008 either.

The town of Alpine led the high end in northern New Jersey’s 
Bergen County, taking seven spots in the top 10. Bergen’s list trailed 
the other counties looked at, however; its highest prices ranged 
from $6 million to $8 million. Read on for a closer look at the 
top-performing enclaves in each of these fi ve counties. TRD

Address
144 Sarles Street, Bedford Corners

12 Heathcote Road, Scarsdale

5 Stoneleigh Manor Lane, Purchase

 55 Springhurst Road, Bedford Hills

518 Harris Road, Bedford Hills

 $17,050,000 

 $12,000,000 

 $8,750,000 
 $11,300,000 

Sale price

Top 10 highest-priced Westchester properties sold in 2007

 $12,500,000 

80 Stuyvesant Avenue, Rye

33 Springhurst Road, Bedford Hills

141 Baxter Road, North Salem

40 Old Corner Road, Bedford

1067 Constable Drive, Mamaroneck

 $7,700,000 

 $6,750,000 
 $6,700,000 

 $7,000,000 

 $8,500,000 

Source: The Multiple Listing Service of Westchester
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Luxeburbsstill shine

Hillandale in Pound 

Ridge, the highest-priced 

home to ever appear on 

the Westchester MLS.


